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the United States. The vital principle of the legal
equality and political independence of all the
American nations appeared to be infringed, and
some of the Latin American States which joined
the League of Nations were moved not only by
idealism but by the desire to find a counter-balance
to the United States. In the late nineteen-twenties,
however, came a striking reversal of United States
policy. It had been anticipated by President Wilson.
Under President Roosevelt it has become famous as
the 'Good Neighbour* policy. United States troops
were withdrawn from the Dominican Republic,
Haiti, and Nicaragua. The United States ceased
to act as a debt-collecting agency. It returned to
the policy of recognizing de facto Governments, It
explicitly disclaimed the right of intervention in
the affairs of its neighbours.
These measures brought about an equally striking
change in inter-American relations.   The Monte-
video Conference (1933),  at which the United
States deprecated the policy of intervention, marked
a decisive step forward; and the increased cordiality
which resulted was reflected both in the Inter-
American Conference for the Maintenance of Peace,
at Buenos Aires (1936), and in the Lima Conference
(1938). The Buenos Aires Conference recognized
the joint responsibility of the American republics
to prevent the outbreak of hostilities amongst
themselves; the nations agreed to consult if any
non-American or American country should threaten
them; and the Declaration of Lima went far beyond
all previous statements of inter-American solidarity.
What was in progress at Montevideo, at Buenos
Aires, and at Lima was an attempt to establish a
Pan-American system of equal States with common
action for defence. And this development of political